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Rivers, to exchange their porcelain for the Beavers
of the Algonquins and other nations, who go ashore
in that neighborhood. Monsieur the Governor, upon
hearing this, sent a messenger to the three Rivers
as soon as possible, to break up this arrangement.
He wrote to Monsieur de Chasteau-fort, who brought
together the leaders of the Montagnez and the Ab-
naquiois, who were twelve in number. He asked
why they had disobeyed the command of Monsieur
the Governor. They replied that they had not come
for any trade in peltries, [2821i.e.,278] but to help
their allies in their wars. However, as they found
themselves hard pressed, they decided to withdraw.
Monsieur de Chasteau-fort had their cabins and all
their outfit examined; he found no Beavers, but
three arquebuses, which he took away from them;
they finally tied up their baggage and went away.
A Montagnez Captain had presented himself to go
and block their passage, according to the way of
these nations. These Barbarians have a very re-
markable custom. When other nations arrive in
their country, they would not dare pass beyond with-
out permission from the Captain of the place; if they
did, their canoes would be broken to pieces. This
permission to pass on is asked for with presents in
hand; if these presents are not accepted by the Chief,
not being minded to let them pass, he tells them he
has stopped the way, and that they can go no further.
At these words they have to turn back, or run the
risks of war.

This same Montagnez Captain, who had offered to
go and block the way, told me to tell Monsieur the
Governor to send a good supply of food and provi-
sions to the settlement of the three Rivers, ‘‘ Be-



